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Why Get Good Grades? 

 Everyone says that it’s important to get good grades. However, 

getting good grades takes a lot of time, effort, and hard work. Is it 

really worth the effort? 

 Take a minute to think of how getting good grades might help you 

now and in the future. List these below on your paper. 

 Now: 1__________, 2____________, 3_____________, 4______________

 Future: 1____________, 2____________, 3_____________ 4, ____________



How are Your Grades?

 Think about the grades you’ve received in the past. Write a  

statement that best describes how you feel about your grades. 

 Chose from the list that best describes you below.

 I am happy with the grades I get. 

 I’d like to improve my grades a little.

 I’d like to improve my grades a lot.

Write the statement that best describes you.



Step 1 to getting good grades

Believe in Yourself

 To succeed, we must first believe that we can. 

 Recognize your strengths and talents. People who believe in 
themselves are aware of their strengths, skills, and talents. 

 Answer the following questions on your paper.

 What are your best school subjects?

 What can you do better than most of your friends?

 Name an accomplishment that you're proud of.

 What is one talent or skill that you have? 



Step 2 to getting good grades

Take Good Notes

 Since test questions usually come from material that’s been 

presented in class, taking good notes will help you do well on tests.

 Early in middle school, notetaking may consist of copying what a 

teacher has written on the board. In high school, it’s important for 

students to be able to listen to a lecture and take good notes. 

 Taking notes helps you pay attention and get the most out of your 

classes.

 You can think much faster than anyone can talk.

 Taking notes helps you stay focused on the material being presented. 

 In order to take good notes, you must have good listening skills. 



Why notetaking skills are important

 Having good classroom notes helps you do better on tests.

 Having good classroom notes to study from can significantly improve 

your test grades because tests usually cover material that’s been 

presented in class. 

 Be an active listener

 When you're actively listening in class, you aren’t just hearing the words, 

you are also thinking about, and trying to understand, the information 

that’s being presented. 

 You must be an active listener in order to take good notes. 



Recognize important information

 You can’t write down everything that’s being said. 

 To take good notes, you must be able to identify the information 
that’s most important.

 Listen for these verbal clues:

 Louder or slower speech

 Information that’s repeated

 Phrases such as “the main point”

 Write down anything that’s written on the board or overhead.



Succeeding in Class 

 Tips for Success

 As you read each tip, think about what you can do to be more 

successful in that area. 

 Be in class

 Attendance is the number one success factor! 

 Make studying and doing all homework part of your daily routine.

 Always do your own work. You’ll learn more, and your grades will be something you 
can be proud of.

 If you receive a poor grade, figure out how you can do better next time.

 Set goals

 Successful people set goals and then work hard to achieve them. Get in the 

habit of setting short-term and long-term goals. 



Ways that getting good grades 

can help you

 NOW- Getting good grades can provide you with more privileges at 

home, happier parents, greater self-esteem, and less stress. Most 

importantly, when you do well in school, you learn more, you enjoy 
school more, and you become a smarter, more interesting person.

 FUTURE- Good grades can provide you with, 1) the opportunity to 

take advanced courses; 2) acceptance into college; 3) 

scholarships; 4) a better paying job


